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2 Rediker Marcus. “Villains of All Nations: Atlantic Pirates in the Golden Age”, chapter “A Tale of Two
Terrors”; Original citation: “The dramas involving pirates concerned the fundamental issues of the age. As we
will see, poor seamen who turned pirate dramatized concerns of class. Formerly enslaved Africans or African
Americans who turned pirate posed questions of race. Women who turned pirate called attention to the
conventions of gender. And all people who turned pirate and sailed under “their own dark flag,” the Jolly Roger,
enacted a highly political play about the nation.”

% 1; original citation: “Some [pirates] worked during the War of Spanish Succession as privateers—that is, they
labored in private men-of-war, with commissions from the King, to attack, capture, and plunder enemies in
wartime. Leaders of European nations used privateers to supplement naval power, to disrupt supply lines and
commercial circuits, and to accumulate wealth at the expense of their rivals. But when the war ended, they found
that they could not control the privateers they had once employed. In 1716 a gang of pirates, for example,
announced, boldly and selfimportantly, that “they never consented to the Articles of Peace with the French and
Spaniards” and would therefore continue to attack their ships. This very crew, captained by Benjamin Hornigold,
added that “they meddle not with the English or Dutch.”
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