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Cross—cultural understanding of a Japanese student
and foreign student in tutor activity

—— An investigation from free description of a questionnaire after tutor activity ——

SONODA Tomoko

A tutor system offers both Japanese and Foreign students a unique opportunity to broaden
cross—cultural understanding, expanding on the system’s educational significance. However,
because the tutor system relies on the relationship between two students, the possibility of
interpersonal and/or other conflicts becomes a consideration. Managing the system flexibly and
providing step by step responses to conditions between the foreign and Japanese student could
therefore be a major benefit to the tutor system.

In this report I will attempt to clarify the benefits and potential conflicts inherent in the tutor
system, referencing evaluations provided by both foreign students and Japanese tutors in a three
year study at Gunma University.

Moreover, I will examine the differences between student evaluations and consider what kind

of support on tutor activity will be necessary in the future.



