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Indication of Human Relationship in
the Usage of Conjunctions in Japanese

HAGIWARA Takae

This paper discusses that the usage of conjunctions indicates a human relationship between
participants in a conversation. The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the usage of
conjunctions observed in Japanese natural conversation between undergraduate and graduate
students. The data used in this study is the corpus collected from the conversations of 4 groups
in different situations (i. the first time meeting, ii. friends, iii. intimate friends between females,
iv. intimate friends between males) supervised by Usami (2005). In this study, I established 2
scales for the index of a conjunction : one is the index of an entry word (found in dictionary) and
the other is the index of variations for a basic word. The results of the analysis are as follows :

(1) The first examination shows that a fewer variety of conjunctions are used at the first
meeting in conversation, whereas a wider variety of conjunctions are used between friends
or intimate friends.

(2) The second examination shows that the closer the mental distance between the speaker
and hearer comes together, the more often variations of conjunctions such as dialects,
phonological eliminations or variants occur.

This suggests that Japanese conjunctions, which are to be considered as logical words, function

as an indication of human relationship in conversation.



